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But the Bishops were resolute. The Queen intervened:
"Her earnest wish is that Mr. Disraeli should go as far as he
can without embarrassment to the Government, in satisfying
the Protestant feeling of the country in relation to this
matter." And the Prime Minister had to spend the first
weeks of his reign in amending, and then defending, a
measure which he considered inopportune. However, the
measures of which he disapproved actually increased his
popularity for a time. Life is a topsy-turvy business.

But indeed it was not with laws of repression that he
wished his name to be linked. On the contrary, he was
anxious that the Conservative party's advent to power should
be marked by a policy of generosity. Now was the moment
to put into action the ideas of Coningsby and Sybil. Law after
law was passed: equality of obligations between employers
and employed; enlargement of the rights of Trade Unions;
reduction of the hours of work to fifty-six in the week;
half-holidays on Saturday; and numerous sanitary laws.
The party's watchword, said Disraeli, should be "Sanitas
sanitatum et omnia sanitas" A plumber's policy, said his
enemies.

Another idea cherished by the Prime Minister from his
youth upwards and now installed in power with him, was the
idea of the Empire, the idea that England nowadays could
not be considered apart from the Colonies. Twenty years
earlier, he had proposed to Derby to grant representation
to the Colonies and to create an Imperial Parliament. Forty
years earlier, he had sung in poesy of Federal Power as the
Spirit of the Future. Every time that a utilitarian had risen
in Parliament to prove that the Colonies, and India in
particular, were over-costlv jewels of the Crown, and that
it was desirable to renounce them, Disraeli had risen to
insist that England is nothing if not the metropolis of a vast
colonial Empire, and that the anti-colonists, in looking only